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be at more leisure to stay at home and look after their
clergy.

I shall mention at present but one more instance of their
pious zeal for the Church. They had somewhere heard the
maxim, that Sanguis martyrum est semen ecclesiae ;L therefore,
in order to sow this seed, they began with impeaching a
clergyman : and that it might be a true martyrdom in every
circumstance, they proceeded as much as possible against
common law,2 which the long-robe part of the managers knew
was in a hundred instances directly contrary to all their
positions, and were sufficiently warned of it beforehand; but
their love of the Church prevailed. Neither was this im-
peachment an affair taken up on a sudden. For, a certain
great person (whose Character has been lately published by
some stupid and lying writer)3 who very much distinguished
himself by his zeal in forwarding this impeachment, had
several years ago endeavoured to persuade the late King to
give way to just such another attempt. He told his Majesty,
there was a certain clergyman preached very dangerous
sermojis, and that the only way to put a stop to such in-
solence, was to impeach him in Parliament. The King
enquired the character of the man; " O, sir," said my lord,
" the most violent, hot, positive fellow in England; so ex-
tremely wilful, that I believe he would be heartily glad to be
a martyr." The King answered, "Is it so? Then I am
resolved to disappoint him"; and would never hear more
of the matter; by which that hopeful project unhappily
miscarried.

I have hitherto confined myself to those endeavours for
the good of the Church, which were common to all the

1                                           " The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church."  [T. S.]

2                                       For preaching a sermon at St. Paul's on *' Perils from false
brethren" (November 5th, 1709), Dr. Sacheverell was, on the com-
plaint of Mr. Dolben (December I3th), impeached in the House of
Commons on December I4th, 1709, and in the House of Lords on
December I5th.   The sermon was printed and widely circulated, and
Sacheverell received for it the thanks of the Lord Mayor.   Mr. Dolben
objected to Godolphin being referred to as Volpone.   Out of this arose
the famous Sacheverell trial, so disastrous in its effect on the Whig
ministry.   [T. S.]

3                                      Lord Wharton.   See vol. v., pp. 1-28 of present edition of Swift's
Works.   [T. S.]